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I. Introduction

We would like to thank everyone who attended our 26th annual conference on March 7th, 2019.
We appreciate the ongoing support of longstanding attendees, and we welcome all the
newcomers. Our M. C. Magali Gregoire launched the conference with an opening ceremony,
during which she welcomed all the guests, introduced the Fishermen and Scientists Research
Society (FSRS) and gave an overview of the agenda. Our FSRS president, Ken Snow, began the
presentations with a few welcoming remarks It is amazing to look back on the past 26 years of
the FSRS and see how far we have come as a society.
We are very thankful to our presenters; The Honourable Keith Colwell, Minister of Fisheries and
Aquaculture and Agriculture (Opening Remarks), Ms. Cassandra Hartery (Overview of Ocean
Tracking Network and the importance of tagging aquatic animals), Mr. Craig Brown (NSCC –
Integrated Ocean Mapping Technology), and Ms. Emma Marotte (DFO – Acoustic Coastal
Monitoring Project). A warm thank you to our discussion panelists; Ms. Alexa Goodman
(Dalhousie University), Ms. Sonia Smith (Clean Foundation), Mr. Aaron Stevenson (Ashored
Innovations), and Mr. Sean Casey, MP (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister Wilkinson, Fisheries,
Oceans and Canadian Coast Guard). We would also like to thank Ms. Chelsey Karbowski (Oceans
North) for facilitating our panel. Mr. John McDade (Fisherman) was invited to sit on the panel,
but unfortunately, unforeseen circumstances prevented his attendance.
Thank you to the community group discussion participants; Mr. Andrew Sherin (CIOOS-Atlantic –
in replacement of Alexi Baccardax Westcott), Mr. Daniel Lane (Université Sainte-Anne), Sana
Kavanagh (Mi’kmaw Conservation Group), and Ms. Meghan Borland & Ms. Jennifer Currie (Back
to the Sea Society). We would also like to thank our student poster presenters for participating
in this year’s student poster competition; Robert Blackmore (Memorial University), Judith
Bjorndahl (Acadia University), Emily Blacklock (Dalhousie University), Hillary Dort (Acadia
University), Alexa Goodman (Dalhousie University), Danni Harper (Acadia University), Madeleine
Killacky (Acadia University), Jessie Lilly (Acadia University), Curtis Martin (Dalhousie University),
Anna Murphy (Acadia University), Rachel Pomerleau (Acadia University), Elizabetha Tsitrin
(Acadia University), Katrina Turrie (Saint Mary’s University), Lydia White (University of New
Brunswick), and Zhe Jackson Yang (Acadia University). We had an exceptionally high number of
entries to the poster compentition this year. It was wonderful to see all the research being done
by the upcominggeneration of marine ecology, fisheries and aquaculture scientists.
Key points from the panel and community group discussions can be found within the report. An
account of the conference attendance, sponsorship totals and survey responses can also be
found within the report.
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Once again, thank you to all of those who came out to support the FSRS this year. We look
forward to working with all of you in the future.
-

The Fishermen and Scientists Research Team

I. General Numbers
Parameter

FSRS Conference 2019

FSRS Conference 2018

Registered Guests

110

118

Final Attendance

113*

105

Total Registration Amount

$2394.48 (Eventbrite pre-registration),

N/A

$535 (registration at door)
Number of Post-Conference

43, 38% response rate

29, 24% response rate

Total Sponsorship Amount

$6150 cash, $3095 in-kind

$9537 cash, $5320 in-kind

Cash Raised by Dutch

$1315

$ 600

Surveys Completed

Auction
*estimate; excludes those who did not sign in

II. Conference Agenda
March 7, 2019: 26th Annual Conference Agenda

8:15-9:00

Registration Open

9:00

Opening & Welcome from FSRS President Ken Snow
Cassandra Hartery

9:30

Ocean Tracking Network
Craig Brown (NSCC)

9:45

Integrated Ocean Mapping Technology

10:00

Nutrition Break (Poster Viewing)
Jessica MacDonald

10:15

FSRS Science Updates
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Emma Marotte (DFO)
10:30

Acoustic Coastal Monitoring Project

10:45

Panel Discussion – Marine Pollution: Mr. Sean Casey, MP
(Parliamentary Secretary to Minister Wilkinson, Fisheries, Oceans and
Canadian Coast Guard), Alexa Goodman (DAL), Sonia Smith (Clean
Foundation), Aaron Stevenson (Ashored Innovations), John McDade
(Fisherman)

12:00

Lunch (Provided)
Community Group Discussion: Alexi Baccardax Westcott Andrew Sherin
(CIOOS-Atlantic), Daniel Lane (Université Sainte-Anne), Sana
KavanaghAlanna Syliboy (Mi’kmaw Conservation Group), Meghan

13:00

Borland & Jennifer Currie (Back to the Sea Society)

14:15

FSRS Annual General Meeting

15:15

Nutrition Break & Student Poster Session

16:00

Closing Remarks & Awards

18:00 - 20:00

Evening Reception with Dutch Auction and snacks

III. Summary of Posters and Presentations for Public Release
The Fishermen and Scientists Research Society (FSRS) held its 26th Annual Conference on March 7th, 2019 at the
Best Western Plus hotel in Dartmouth, NS. The conference included a range of presentations concerning marine
pollution. This year, the conference also included a panel discussion and community group discussion with
industry members. In addition to these sessions, the conference included scientific student posters, exhibitor
displays and a reception with a Dutch auction.

Presentations
The FSRS would like to thank the following presenters for their informative presentations:
The Honourable Keith Colwell, Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture and Agriculture – Opening Remarks
Cassandra Hartery, Ocean Tracking Network (chartery@dal.ca) – Overview of OTN and the importance of tagging
aquatic animals
Craig Brown, Nova Scotia Community College (craig.brown@nscc.ca) – Integrated Ocean Mapping Technology
Emma Marotte, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (emma.marotte@dfo-mpo.gc.ca ) – Acoustic Coastal Monitoring
Project
Panel Discussion
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This year the communications committee decided to host a panel discussion to discuss the increasingly important
issue of marine pollution and how it may affect the industry in the future. To help discuss these topics the following
questions were asked:
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

There have been many movements and lobbying for change with regards to the use of single-use plastics,
most notably straws and plastic grocery bags. How have these movements shaped your industry or your
research?
When people hear marine pollution, they primarily think of plastic straws and oil. What do you see as the
greatest threats in terms of marine pollution?
For Aaron: DFO does not allow rope-less fishing in the lobster fishery, as they need to be able to find the
buoy to haul traps to check them. How has this regulation affected your business? Has it limited you in
your research? How have you overcome this?
What are some common misconceptions people have with regards to marine pollution? How can we
address them?
For fisherman: DFO has regulations that prevent or discourage fishermen from bringing in discarded gear
that they collect, such as not being allowed to have someone else’s trap on your vessel, being responsible
for gear disposal, etc… How have these regulations shaped fishermen’s perception and actions with
regards to collecting abandoned gear? What could DFO do to address this?
For fisherman: Gear loss can have many effects, including damage to vessels, economic loss through
replacement, etc. How do you find lost gear has impacted you?
For Mr. Casey: It is widely accepted that IUU (illegal unreported and unregulated) fishing poses an
ecological threat through the risk of overharvesting fish stocks. In terms of marine pollution, what
additional hazards does IUU generate?
For Mr. Casey: The Oceans Plastics Charters seeks to address marine pollution on several fronts. This
charter outlines Canada’s commitment to the sustainable use and management of plastics. The targets of
the charter include industry, infrastructure, education, innovation, and coastal action. Could you speak to
some of the successes, or future objectives, of this initiative?

These questions facilitated thoughtful discussion amongour panelists . These guests included: Mr. Sean Casey, MP
(Parliamentary Secretary to Minister Wilkinson, Fisheries, Oceans and Canadian Coast Guard); Alexa Goodman,
Master of Marine Management studying at Dalhousie University; Sonia Smith, a specialist that works with the Clean
Foundation and has provided outreach in various energy and waste programs; and Aaron Stevenson, CEO and cofounder of Ashored Innovations. John McDade, a fisherman in LFA36, was invited to participate on the panel as well,
but unfortunately was unable to attend the conference this year. The facilitator for the panel was Chelsey Karbowski,
from Oceans North, whose expertise is in Atlantic Canadian fisheries management. All our panelists offered unique
perspectives in response to the panel questions. Based on the discussion, the greatest threats with respect to marine
pollution are global poverty, economic growth, developing nations, and a lack of enforcement or knowledge
regarding marine pollutants. The issue of marine pollution is not limited to Canada and other developed countries.
Modern movements for revolution in this issue must include lobbying for change regarding human convenience this will require a shift in habitual human behaviour. The idea that fishermen are responsible for the majority of
marine pollution is a misconception. It is a growing concern that microplastics are underrated with respect to their
impact in marine habitats. . Unfortunately, the fisherman invited to participate on the panel was unable to attend
our conference this year. As a result, we were unable to receive the feedback we had hoped for from an industry
perspective. Canada has seen progress in terms of treatment of waste water; however, pollution does not respect
geographic or political boundaries. Any kind of effluent can have a detrimental impact on our environment; including
water, air, and soil pollution. PS Casey commended the ocean conferences that have been prominent in recent years.
Continuing education in all sectors about the causes, effects and results of marine pollution is instrumental to making
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a change in human behaviour. PS Casey is excited to be in this industry, and to help lead the way for a less wasteful
future.
Lunch followed this panel discussion, followed by our community group discussion.
Community Group Discussion
Topic 1: Introduction to Canadian Integration Ocean Observing System (CIOOS)
An Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) is an organization of systems that routinely and continuously provides
quality controlled data and other information on the current and future states of the oceans. Right now, Canada
lacksthis kind of system. At the initiative of DFO and MEOPAR, a pilot phase CIOOS will be launched for Canada in
2018-2020. This will be built through public, private and academic partnerships, and will assemble and leverage
existing Canadian and International ocean observation data, programs and projects. Core ocean variables are
measured across physics, biology and biogeochemistry sectors. These include parameters such as water level,
temperature, wind speed, and dissolved nutrients. The role of having a national web presence is to meet and
collaborate with national and international partners using the data collected. It is important to note that CIOOS will
not ‘manage’ data from Fisheries and Oceans Canada, but will integrate what information is already available.
Topic 2: Live Lobster Quality & The ALMQ Dataset
A timeline for lobster quality in the Atlantic region was discussed. In 2007, it was recognized that there was a growing
importance in the marketplace for lobster quality. Lobster quality at time of harvest is directly related to the timing
of the moulting process. Lobster moulting is affected by water temperature, diet, and other ecosystem factors. Postmoult or soft shelled lobsters have a lower meat yield and higher mortality in shipping and storage. In 2016, high
proportions of soft-shelled lobster with low meat yield were caught. In result, lower market value then reached
levels referred to as a ‘quality crisis’. The intent of the Atlantic Lobster Moult Quality (ALMQ) Dataset was to
determine if moult timing could be predicted. 2012 was found to be the best quality year in LFAs 33 and 34, while
2016 was the worst quality year in the series. Consistent improvement in lobster quality was observed in the
following years (2017-2018) in these areas. Université Sainte-Anne’s ongoing lobster quality work includes studying
BRIX as an indicator of meat content, climate change impacts on Gulf of Maine (GOM) lobster movement and catch
quality, and the development of an industry/marketplace simulator for handling lobster.
Topic 3: Promoting and Restoring the Practice and Concept of Netukulimk in the Bay of Fundy Watershed
The Mi’kmaw Conservation Group (MCG) is a research and education program administered by the Confederacy of
Mainland Mi’kmaq. They aim to achieve adequate standards of community nutrition & economic well-being without
jeopardizing the integrity, diversity, or productivity of our environment. They do this by combining the perspectives
of indigenous and western knowledge. To share knowledge, the MCG create projects based on community concerns.
They incorporate education about the culture with hands-on restoration efforts in local areas, including both
children and volunteers of all ages.
Topic 4: Plogging Challenge
The Back to the Sea Society aims to spark curiosity about marine life and inspire others to protect our ocean.
‘Plogging’ is a term used for a running while picking up litter. Last year, Back to the Sea created a plogging challenge,
where they wanted to raise awareness of how much trash gets released into our environment, raise funds to help
their non-profit grow, and create a positive impact on our society. At the end of the challenge, they logged 34 hours
and collected 920kg (77 bags) of trash.
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Posters
We would like to thank the following student poster presenters for their contributions:
Robert Blackmore, Memorial University – Enhancing Handline Catch Efficiency for Atlantic Cod: Two Studies of
Short-Wavelength Modifications
Judith Bjorndahl, Acadia University – Monitoring of American Eels: Evaluation of trap catches and sampling effort
simulations
Emily Blacklock, Dalhousie University – Detection of Paralytic shellfish Toxins in Homarus americanus through
Alternative Non-Invasive Spectral Methods
Hillary Dort, Acadia University – Identification of Protein Biomarkers in Epidermal Mucus of Striped Bass (Morone
saxatilis): Recreational Angling
Alexa Goodman, Dalhousie University – A Ghostly Issue: Managing abandoned, lost and discarded lobster fishing
gear in the Bay of Fundy
Danni Harper, Acadia University – Sea Cucumber (Cucumaria frondosa) Population Dynamics for Improved
Resources Management within Fishing Areas
Madeleine Killacky, Acadia University – Aspects of American Eel (Anguilla rostrata) in the Avon Estuary: Movement
Patterns, Otoliths, and Eel Demographics
Jessie Lilly, Acadia University – Social Network Analysis of Dyad Formation of Atlantic Sturgeon Acipenser
oxyrinchus oxyrinchus Mitchill, 1815 in the Ocean
Curtis Martin, Dalhousie University – Using Interpersonal Communication Strategies to Encourage Conversations
with Lay Audiences on Social Media
Anna Murphy, Acadia University – Identification and characterization of protease activity and potential protein
biomarkers of stress in the epidermal mucus of Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus oxyrinchus)
Rachel Pomerleau, Acadia University – Quantification of contaminants in Striped Bass and American Eel in Nova
Scotian coastal waters
Elizabetha Tsitrin, Acadia University – Assessing the feasibility of surgically implanting acoustics tags into sensitive
Clupeid fishes: considerations for telemetry studies
Katrina Turrie, Saint Mary’s University – A preliminary investigation into the remediation of oil spills through the
application of biodegradable ionic liquid oil dispersants
Lydia White, University of New Brunswick – Can we use densities of American lobster settlers to predict future
fisheries recruitment in Atlantic Canada?
Zhe Jackson Yang, Acadia University – Identification and Quantification of Striped Bass, Morone saxatilis, Diets in
Atlantic Canada
A special thank you, as well to our scientific poster judges:

7

Fraser Clark (Dalhousie University)
Russell Easy (Acadian University)
Rose Fischer (Ocean Sonics)

IV. General Conference Feedback
Results: Post-Conference Survey

Q2: How did you hear about the
FSRS Annual Conference?

Q1: How did you hear about the
FSRS?
17%

15%

0%
0%
9%

FSRS Website
16%

Facebook

0%

33%

Navigator Ad

4%

FSRS Website
Facebook
Navigator Ad
Family/Friend

Family/Friend
School/Work

59%

4%

43%

School/Work
Other

Other

Q1: Most respondents heard about the FSRS through work/school or other means. These included email or word
of mouth (colleagues).
Q2: The majority of respondents heard about the FSRS conference through other means, or school/work. ‘Other
means’ included email, active involvement in planning the conference (sponsors), pre-existing members, or word
of mouth (colleagues).
In both cases, only a small number of people heard of the FSRS/conference via Facebook, and none were notified
through our ad in Navigator.

Q3: In what capacity are you attending
the conference? (Check all that apply)

Q4: How satisfied were you with
the conference?
2%

16%

FSRS Member

12%
8%

16%

Very satisfied

Newsletter Subscriber

29%
Somewhat
satisfied

Academia
Industry
48%

69%

Other

Q3: Themajority of respondents were members of the academic community.
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Not satisfied

Q4: Most of the attendees were satisfied with the conference. Those that were not said we could improve by
having a fisherman’s presence on the panel and by creating more detailed questions for the panel discussion.

Q5: Did you find the conference
relevant to your field of
work/study?

Q6: Would you attend a future
FSRS conference?
0%

0%
30%

9%
23%

Highly relevant

Yes

Very relevant

Maybe

Sort of relevant
47%

91%

Not at all relevant

No

Q5: Most people said the subject matter of presentations was very relevant to their field of work/study. No one
felt that our conference held no relevance to their field of work/study.
Q6: Most people said they would attend an FSRS conference in the future. Reasons to attend included:
 Interest (in fisheries, subject matter, project updates, etc.) or relevance to their own work
 Agreeing with objectives of the organization
 Networking and collaboration opportunities
 Learning about different fields and broadening perspective on issues

Q7: Did you find there was
enough time for discussion?

19%
Yes
No
81%

Q7: Most people were happy with the amount of time given for discussion. However, some felt there should have
been more time for audience questions.
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Q8: What would you like to see
at our next conference?
Breakout groups

19%

51%
30%

Audience
Questions
Other

Q8: Many respondents would like to participate in
breakout groups like those organized in previous years. Others would like more time to be allotted for audience
questions during presentations. Other interests included more breaks, workshops involving audience, student oral
presentations, and more targeted questions for panel discussion

General comments from attendees (summarized):











Offer stronger representation from fishermen and indigenous groups to ensure ideas are being shared
from those with firsthand knowledge of the industry
Topics attendees would like to see a focus on next year include climate change (specifically sea-level rise),
marine conservation, how rural communities are working to manage their natural resources, challenges
with collaboration between industry and academia, and project updates
Have more frequent short breaks
Provide more time for discussion as conversation felt rushed
Provide more detailed/focused questions for panel discussion to avoid general and similar answers from
speakers
Have a better-balanced audience (i.e. more fishermen)
Short breakout sessions/workshops to facilitate networking between fishermen and scientists
Attendees enjoyed the community groups and program structure
Provide more information about the FSRS

General notes/thoughts for future conferences:








Collect email addresses for people registering at the door (in case we need to follow up, ie; with prize
winners, receipts, etc)
Take note of donations brought in (and by whom) on the day of and the day before the conference,
including cash donations at the door
Make it clear to sponsors and presenters about registration rules (whether ‘adult lobster’ sponsors or
presenters receive complementary registration)
Keep sponsors informed about the agenda and scheduling
The panel discussion generated a lot of positive feedback, however we must create more direct/detailed
questions for people sitting on the panel – suggested that we send questions to panel sitters beforehand,
so they have time to prepare answers
Consider adding a new sponsorship level to promote companies to continue to sponsor (e.g., Golden
Lobster for 5 years of sponsorship)
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The dutch auction should be continued. Had lots of success with donations and raised over $1300 at our
reception for these donation items
Ensure take-down/set-up process is sent to student posters and booths a week before, so they have time
for questions and to confirm their attendance
Ordered food for 120, had just under 120 attendees. No food overage for morning break or lunch,
however there was an overage for afternoon break

VI. Donations, Donors and Use
Cash and In-Kind Sponsors

Organization

Amt. pledged

Ambassatours / Murphy’s Cable Wharf

Amt. Pledged (in
kind)
$64.00

Barry Group Inc.

$200.00

Caldwell Roach Insurance

$300.00

Campobello Whale Rescue Team

$500

Centre for Marine Applied Research – Perennia

$500.00

CIOOS-Atlantic

$500.00

East Coast Lobster Rope

$120.00

Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic

$100.00

Josh Fricker

$195.00

Hubert Boutilier

$110.00

Karlene Proctor Photography

$200.00

Ken Snow & Bill Bond

$145.00

Alexander Keith’s Brewery

$160.00

Lobster Council of Canada

$100.00

Marine Affairs Program

$500.00

Maritime Aboriginal Peoples Council

$100.00

Nova Scotia Seafood Alliance

$500.00

Oceana

$200.00

Ocean Frontier Institute

$500.00

Ocean Sonics

$500.00
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Oceans North

$500.00

$120.00

O’Regans

$60.00

Peter Hurley

$120.00

Pictou Fishing Supplies

$30.00

Prospect Area Full-time Fishermen’s Association

$500.00

Rachel Reeve Art

$250.00

Spartan Industrial Marine

$160

Taste of Nova Scotia

$175.00

TriNav Fisheries Consultants

$800.00

Tuesday Stuff

$150.00

VEMCO

$500.00

Vernon D’Eon

$60.00

Wade’s Wire Traps

$200.00

WWF-Canada
TOTAL ($)

$150.00
$6,150.00

$40.00
$3,095

In-Kind Donation Use
Prize Items
$250 cheque

Scientific Merit Award (Poster)

$50 Restaurant Gift Card

Peoples Choice Award (Poster)

FSRS Hat

Door prize

Oceans North Hat

Door prize

Metal straws (Clean Foundation)

Door prize

Dutch Auction Items

Gyotaku Art

$250

(2) Adult Passes on Tall
Ship Silva

$64

Taste of Nova Scotia Gift
Box

$175

O’Regans Bronze Detailing
Gift Card
(4) Alexander Keith’s
Brewery Tour Tickets,
Sweater, Glass
Oceans North (3) Ball
Caps, (2) Tote Bags, (3)
Atlas
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$60

$160

$150

Lobster Rope Basket, (2)
Mats, Wreath
Wire Trap
Mini Photoshoot Session
w Karlene Proctor
Photography

Goodie Tote Bag
Wine Glasses
Entertaining Set
Car Emergency Kit
Home Hardware Sweater
& T-Shirt
Set of (2) fishing knives
Wood lighthouse painting
1 Night Stay at Comfort
Inn Dartmouth

Lobster Rope Mat,
Wreath
Lobster Trap

$150
$200

$200

$110
$100

$50
$30
$35
$50

Fishing Supplies
WWF-Branded Kit (Lunch
Bag, Travel Mug, Metal
Straws)
John’s Lunch Gift Card
Oil Pants & Jacket
Car Tow Rope

$30

$40
$20
$160
$30

$40
$60
$250

Set of (2) fishing knives
Radio Transmitter
First-aid kit

$60
$300
$80

$175

Ipsy Bag

$10

TOTAL ($)

$3,029

VII. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

1.

Welcome and Introductions

Ken Snow welcomed members to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) and thanked FSRS staff for their
contributions over the past year.
2.

Approval of the Agenda

The agenda (see Appendix A) was reviewed. Motion carried.
3.

Approval of Minutes of 2018 Annual General Meeting

The minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting were reviewed. No issues were identified. Hubert Boutilier
motioned to approve the minutes. Randy Baker seconded the motion. None were opposed. The motion carried.
4.

Annual Board of Directors’ Report

Ken Snow presented the report. The board met four times last year. NOTE: The FSRS lost core funding for Lobster
Recruitment, which will affect the future of the project. Nothing was added by other directors.
5.

Director of Operations’ Report

Shannon Scott-Tibbetts presented the Director of Operations Report. The (2018) Conference was successful. The
report will be completed and distributed in a newsletter for this year. The Facebook page continues to grow and is
gaining engagement. Twitter remains active (@fsrs_info). The FSRS self-promotes using a newsletter as often as
possible, and encourages attendees to assist with the distribution of the newsletter. Our new website is up and
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running (fsrsns.wordpress.com). FSRS Membership has increased to 549 participants, with representatives from all
industries. The FSRS includes two committees: the scientific program committee has not met often this year, but
reviews projects as they are submitted, while the communications committee planned the conference. We
received a $5000.00 award donation from the Tag! You’re It! Campaign. We also took part in the Clean Ocean
Summit, to discuss a fishing gear action group. Alexa Goodman mentioned Ghost Gear work, for which we will try
to secure funding. The FSRS also participated in the Ministers Conference, May BoFEP, H2O Conference, Oceans
Day Booth, CaNOE and Coastal Zone Canada Conference, Ocean Supercluster Engagement Meetings, October
Association of Science Teachers Conference, Clean Foundation’s Waste Summit, and LFA Advisory Meetings.
The 2018 Work Plan was reviewed (see Appendix B).
6.

Finance Report

Shannon Scott-Tibbetts presented the Finance Report.
Total revenues for 2018 equalled $228 524; total expenses equalled $293 831, and the revenue-expenses totaled
to -$65.307. The total surplus in 2018 was $356,555. Total projected revenue for 2019 is $187 675 and projected
expenses are $247 950. Projected revenue-expenses for 2019 is -$60 275. This loss is due to Lobster Recruitment
being under funded, while it remains our most valued project. We have received partial funding for LFA 31B/32 for
the 2019 season, and will be submitting a proposal to NSDFA again for Lobster Recruitment. A proposal will be
submitted to Atlantic Fisheries Fund for 2019/2020 lobster work. Should that proposal be accepted, major changes
will be made to LR project as current practices will not be supported. We need more industry support.
The cost of the conference in 2018 was $18 598. $12 202 of this was covered by sponsors and grants, so $6 396
came out of our general budget.
Chelsey Karbowski motioned to approve the budget. Hubert Boutilier seconded the motion. None were opposed.
Motion carried.
The Work Plan for 2019 was presented (see Appendix C).
7. Election and Appointment of Officers and Committee Chairs for 2019/20
Nominations were as follows:
Position

Nominee
Ken Snow
Hubert Boutilier
TBD
Peter Hurley
Chelsey Karbowski, Megan Bailey, Carl Myers, Josh
Fricker, Angelica Silva, Bill Bond, Randy Boutilier, Emily
Blacklock, Winfred Jr. Risser, Evelin VanDerKlout,
Courtenay E. Parlee

President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors at Large

Fourteen positions were nominated. All nominations were accepted by the nominees. Shannon Scott-Tibbetts
welcomed the new Board of Directors.
2019 Board of Directors
Position
President
Vice President

Elected Member
Ken Snow
Hubert Boutilier
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Secretary
Treasurer
Directors at Large

8.

Peter Hurley
TBD
Chelsey Karbowski, Megan Bailey, Carl Myers, Josh Fricker, Angelica Silva,
Bill Bond, Randy Boutilier, Emily Blacklock, Evenlin VanDerKlout,
Courtenay E. Parlee, Winfred Jr. Risser

Appointment of 2018/19 Auditors or Review Engagement

Lyle Tilley Davison is the auditor who completed the financial review last year. Shannon Scott-Tibbetts believed the
same auditors should be kept. None were opposed. The motion carried.
9. New Business
No new business.
10. Close the Meeting
Magali Grégoire motioned to adjourn the meeting. Carl Myers seconded the motion. The motion carried.

VIII. Appendices

Appendix A
Fishermen and Scientists Research SocietyAnnual General Meeting AgendaMarch 7th, 2019
1.

Welcome and Introductions – Ken Snow

2.

Approval of the Agenda

3.

Approval of Minutes of 2018 Annual General Meeting

4.

Annual Board of Directors’ Report – Ken Snow

5.

Director of Operations’ Report – Shannon Scott-Tibbetts

6.

Finance Report – Shannon Scott-Tibbetts

7.

Election & Appointment of Officers and Committee Chairs for 2019/20
a.

Executive Officers

b.

Directors at Large

8.

Appointment of Auditors for 2019/20

9.

New Business

10. Closing of the Meeting
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Appendix B
Executive Director’s Review of 2018 Work Plan
A few accomplishments from the past year:
 We hosted a successful annual conference and AGM over two days in March of 2018.
 Our Facebook page now has 415 likes. This is a great platform for our members to share ocean related
news from their communities. If you haven’t already done so, ‘like’ the page today!
 Our twitter account is @fsrs_info, make sure to ‘follow’ us!
 Our improved Hook, Line and Thinker format is both web and mobile friendly. Keep an eye on your inbox
and catch up on FSRS news from wherever you are!
Membership
 549 members to date
 A broad range of fishermen, scientists, students, and the general public.
 Members from across Canada and internationally.
 Membership continues to be free, although donations are always welcome.
Committees
o Scientific Program Committee
 Has met once in person or via conference call.
 Reports on all of our projects as part of the annual conference.
 Reviews proposals for scientific merit, value to fishermen, and acceptability to communities; seeks ideas
of interest to members.
 Staff provide project updates and develop guidelines for reviewing and approving projects.
o



Communications Committee
Has met twice in 2018, and once leading up to the conference, in person or via conference call
Works together on promotion of the FSRS via the e-newsletter, website, Facebook page, and outreach
events.

e-Newsletter
 Produced quarterly and currently has 1,923 subscribers. It can be found online at
http://www.fsrs.ns.ca/newsletter.php
Website
 You can find information on the FSRS and the projects we are involved in on our website: www.fsrs.ns.ca
 You can also become more involved through committees or becoming a member on our website.
Events and Outreach
 Attended various advisory meetings to present project results and information about the FSRS
 February FSDFA Ministers Conference February 22-23, 2018
 FSRS Annual Conference March 7-8, 2018
 Bay of Fundy Ecosystem Partnership Meeting May 9-12, 2018
 H2O Conference and Exhibition June 7, 2018
 Booth – Oceans Day at Maritime Museum of Atlantic (During Oceans Week, June 1-10)
 CaNOE and Coastal Zone Canada Conference July 13-15, 2018
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Ocean Supercluster Engagement Meeting July 18, 2018
Association of Science Teachers Conference October 26, 2018
Clean Foundation’s Waste Summit November 26-27, 2018
LFA Advisory Meetings
Appendix C
Fishermen and Scientists Research Society 2019/20 Work Plan

Contract and Project work
 Lobster Recruitment project (partially funded)
 Lobster Collector project
 4VsW Sentinel program
 LFA 36 season extension monitoring program

Complete WWF bait pilot project
 Complete Coastal Mapping work
Membership
 Looking to expand our membership.
 Currently looking for members to help us with membership recruitment. Inquire through FSRS staff and
online (www.fsrs.ns.ca).
Social Media
 We would like to keep Facebook and Twitter active. Like and Follow for FSRS updates!
Outreach
 Promotion of the FSRS through outreach to promote collaboration, sustainable fishing and our coastal
communities.
Communications
 27th Annual FSRS Conference will be held in March of 2020 to continue to promote the great
collaborations and important research done by the FSRS and its supporters.
 Will seek sponsors for the 27th Annual FSRS Conference and consider other funding sources to increase
monies received from sponsors.
 Next newsletter will be distributed in April 2019.
 Will continue to attend fishermen’s organizations meetings to present project results and promote the
FSRS.
 Will continue to submit articles in industry and science magazines.
 Continue to work on strategic plan; outreach ventures, increasing membership, etc.
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Appendix D
Fishermen and Scientists Research Society 26th Annual General Meeting Attendance List

Devan Archibald
Sana Kavanagh
Chelsey Karbowski
Mike Sinclair
Hubert Boutilier
Randy Baker
George Zinck
Mary Zinck
Lindsay Randell
Cecil Cashin
Eugene O’Leary
Candace Nickerson
Peter Hurley
Megan Bailey
Mark Jeffrey
Haley Ryan
Emily Blacklock
Samantha Stevens
Fraser Clark
Kurt Simmons
Allison Chua
Carl Myers
Dan Mombourquette
Evelien Vanderkloet
Amy Hill

Bob Braxton
Andrew Sherin
Sonia Smith
Elizabetha Tsitrin
Philip Groom
Lydia White
Katrina Turrie
Bruce Osborne
Hillary Dort
Russell Easy
Ken Snow
Melissa Bond
Billy Bond
Jade Petritchenko
Magali Gregoire
Laura Flemming
Jessica MacDonald
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Appendix E
Fishermen and Scientists Research Society 26th Annual Conference Survey
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